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Mission Statement
To proactively facilitate the accurate, 
effective, timely, and consistent flow of public 
information to internal and external parties 
of interest, provide community outreach, and 
serve as the County’s liaison with its media 
partners. 

Strategic Initiatives/Support Highlights
Governance
•	 Expanded opportunities for increased 

media and citizen outreach via social 
media, and through additional distribution 
partners.

•	 Regularly operates and updates the 
website www.LeonPhotos.org to easily and 
efficiently provide public access to high-
resolution photos from County events.

•	 Improving equipment infrastructure to 
enable continued and expanded coverage 
of Board meetings and County events, for 
broadcast on Comcast Channel 16 and 
through the County’s website, to keep 
citizens better informed and to enhance 
transparency and public access.

•	 Continued public education and 
community outreach for Club of Honest 
Citizens and Leon County Sales Tax 
Committee. 

Contact Us
(850) 606-5300
www.LeonCountyFL.gov/CMR

EDUCATION, INFORMATION & COMMUNITY OUTREACH
•	 Community and Media Relations (CMR) continued to play a 

critical role in the County’s efforts to continuously enhance the 
community’s ability to access Leon County government, and to 
promote transparency and accountability.

»» Collaborated on the successful execution of the marketing 
campaign for Club of Honest Citizens, which fosters an 
informed and actively-engaged citizenry.

»» Continued to work with County staff, including the County 
Attorney’s office, to accurately respond to public records 
requests in a timely manner. 

»» Issued approximately 200 news advisories, releases, and 
notices detailing County activities; facilitated approximately 
25 press conferences, community meetings, and events.

»» Actively worked with media partners, including print, 
television, radio and online to provide accurate and timely 
information. 

»» In partnership with Leon County EMS, CMR facilitated the 
community-wide Press the Chest event, instructing a record-
setting crowd of people on proper CPR techniques. 

•	 Helped promote the 2014 Annual Neighborhood Awards 
Reception, hosted by the Council of Neighborhood Associations 
(CONA), Leon County and the City of Tallahassee. The awards 
recognized neighborhood and neighbors of the year through 
seven respective categories.  

•	 Continued to strive to keep the community informed. 

»» CMR delivered more than 100,000 bulletins via the County’s 
digital media subscription service, GovDelivery, which 
provides resident subscribers with free, up-to-the-minute 
news at their fingertips. 

»» CMR prepared and distributed printed and digital materials 
on behalf of the County and its departments and divisions.

»» 401% increase in Facebook “likes” and a 98% increase in 
Twitter followers.

•	 With the goal of disseminating timely information, CMR 
continued to maintain informational updates for the County’s 
award-winning Emergency Information Portal (EIP) website, in 
partnership with other County offices, including Leon County 
Emergency Management. Visit www.leoncountyfl.gov/EIP to 
access the Leon County Emergency Information Portal. 

Demonstrating Highest Standards  
of Public Service

Leon County received the 
2014 National Association 
of Counties (NACo) Achievement Award in the category Civic 
Education and Public Information for the 2013 Annual Report.
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The Link is produced by Leon County Community and Media Relations. 301 S. Monroe Street, Suite 502  / (850) 606-5300  / www.LeonCountyFL.gov

Connecting Citizens with  

Leon County Services

The Link is published the 

first Wednesday of each 

month in the local section of 

the Tallahassee Democrat.

THE LEON COUNTY J U N E

2014

*Live television broadcast available on Comcast Channel 16; 

webcast available anytime at www.LeonCountyFL.gov.

June 2014
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS SCHEDULE

 Board of County Commissioners FY2014-15 Budget Workshop* 

 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., County Courthouse, 301 S. Monroe St.,  

 5th Floor, Commission Chambers

 Board of County Commissioners Regular Meeting*  

 3 p.m., County Courthouse, 301 S. Monroe St.,

 5th Floor, Commission Chambers

 Board of County Commissioners Public Hearing*

 6 p.m., County Courthouse, 301 S. Monroe St.,

 5th Floor, Commission Chambers

 Capital Region Transportation Planning Agency (CRTPA)

 1 p.m., City Hall, 300 S. Adams,  

 2nd Floor, Commission Chambers

 Board of County Commissioners Regular Meeting*  

 3 p.m., County Courthouse, 301 S. Monroe St.,

 5th Floor, Commission Chambers

 Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) 

 9:30 a.m., City Hall, 300 S. Adams,  

 2nd Floor, Commission Chambers

 Intergovernmental Agency Meeting (IA)

 3 p.m. - 5 p.m., City Hall, 300 S. Adams,  

 2nd Floor, Commission Chambers
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DON’T FORGET,
SHOP LAFAYETTE!

Nobody likes road detours and the inconvenience of roadway construction, 

but we all understand construction is a necessary part of making our 

community a better place to live, work and play. And while Leon County 

Government is making significant improvements to Lafayette Street, we want 

to make sure that our community remembers the businesses impacted by 

the construction activity. 

Lafayette Street improvements between Suwannee Street and Seminole 

Drive have been completed. Area residents and businesses can now enjoy 

a newly constructed road with sidewalks. Further improvements have now 

begun. Lafayette Street, east of Magnolia Drive towards Indian Head Drive, 

is closed for construction. Thank you for your patience while construction 

continues.

So enjoy the new roadway from Cascades Park to Seminole Drive. For 

further updates, visit:

www.LeonCountyFL.gov/ShopLafayette

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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OPERATION THANK YOU

For more event information, please contact: Shington Lamy, (850) 606-5300, LamyS@LeonCountyFL.gov 

Visit www.LeonCountyFL.gov/OperationThankYou

FRIDAY 
JUNE 6 

9 AM
 on the front lawn of the

Leon County Courthouse 

TO HONOR OUR

WORLD WAR II VETERANS

JOIN US

FAMU Al Lawson Jr. 

Multipurpose Center

10 A.M. - 12 NOON

SATURDAY

JUNE 7

Leon County Emergency Medical Services

Please join us for “Press the Chest” CPR 2014 

on Saturday, June 7 for a free community CPR 

training day. This event will take place at the 

FAMU Al Lawson Jr. Multipurpose Center, 1800 

Wahnish Way, from 10 a.m. – 12 noon. Each 

participant will receive an American Heart 

Association CPR Anytime kit, which contains a 

CPR manikin, DVD and educational materials. 

Participants are encouraged to take these 

personal CPR kits home to train family and friends.

Press the Chest CPR 2014

(this is not a certification event)

1800  Wahnish Way
To register for the event, go to: www.LeonCountyFL.gov/PressTheChest

Monday, June 9 • 6 p.m.

The Council of Neighborhood Association’s 34th Annual Awards Reception 

will be held on Monday, June 9 at 6 p.m. at Dorothy B. Oven Park, (3205 

Thomasville Road).

The event is hosted jointly by the Council of Neighborhood Associations 

(CONA), Leon County and the City of Tallahassee.

Leon County and the City of Tallahassee will respectively  

recognize two outstanding Small Neighborhoods of the Year (200 or fewer 

homes) and two Large Neighborhoods of the Year (more than 200 homes). 

The County will also honor one Unincorporated 

Area Neighborhood of the Year (outside the city 

limits). Winning neighborhoods will receive a sign 

to display at their entrance and bragging rights as a 

2014 Neighborhood of the Year.

The County and City will also recognize their 

respective 2014 Neighbors of the Year. Nominees 

considered for these categories are individuals who 

have exemplified the characteristics of leadership 

and servitude in making contributions to the 

community.

CONA 34th Annual Awards Reception

Winners announced

Monday, June 9

at CONA’s

2014 Awards Reception

2014 Neighborhood of the Year

June marks the beginning of the 2014 

hurricane season and Leon County 

wants residents to be prepared. The 

annual Hurricane Survival Guide, 

which has been distributed in local and 

regional publications and is available at 

www.HaveAHurricanePlan.com, will 

help residents make important decisions 

before and after a storm.

For more information, contact Leon County Emergency Management

(850) 606-3700 • www.LeonCountyFL.gov/ei
www.HaveAHurricanePlan.

com

Preparedness is Key  

for Hurricane Season

T H E  O F F I C I A L

2014 HURRICANE

SURVIVAL GUIDE
FRANKLIN • GADSDEN • JEFFERSON • LEON • LIBERTY • MADISON • TAYLOR • WAKULLA

FOR THE CAPITAL AREA

THIS GUIDE IS PROVIDED AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY THE

CAPITAL AREA CHAPTER AMERICAN RED CROSS, THE APALACHEE REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

AND FRANKLIN, GADSDEN, JEFFER
SON, LEON, LIBERTY, MADISON, TAYLOR AND WAKULLA COUNTIES

Fizz Boom Read is the Summer Reading 

Program designed for young readers, teens, and all 

adults. 

Find Summer Reading events and information:  

www.LeonCountyLibrary.org

Fizz - Boom - Read

Summer Reading at Your Leon County Library

Leon County invites the community to honor the service of our World War II veterans and remember the 70th Anniversary of  D-Day 

at the World War II Memorial located on the front lawn of the Leon County Courthouse, 301 South Monroe Street.
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For more information, contact the Main Library:  

(850) 606-2665 • www.LeonCountyLibrary.org

For more information, please contact Community and Media Relations at 

(850) 606-5300 or email CMR@LeonCountyFL.gov.

LIVING A LIFE OF LEARNING

ON THE COVER

NEWS OF NOTE

COMMUNITY PARTNERF irst stop to success: Domi Station. For many years, college 

graduates from FSU, FAMU, and other schools have packed 

up their expertise and traveled elsewhere to pursue their 

dreams of starting a business. Leon County recently 

celebrated the grand opening of Domi Station, the County’s 

first urban business incubator.More than 300 guests attended and packed Domi Station in 

celebration of the County’s most catalytic project yet. Aspiring 

entrepreneurs toured the renovated space while enjoying live music 

and refreshments.  Not only does Domi Station build a community for 

young visionaries, it enhances Leon County for all citizens. 
The concept of the urban incubator was developed by Leon 

County Government to tap into the minds of college students 

and build a large entrepreneurial community. The Board of 

County Commissioners identified the business incubation as a 

key missing piece in the local economy. Leon County invested into 

renovating an old warehouse to create a place for idea exchange.

Domi Station helps entrepreneurs develop their companies 

through mentorship and business support resources. The facility, 

donated by Leon County, is strategically located between Florida 

A&M University and Florida State University, in a historic warehouse 

on Railroad Avenue that has been transformed into a modern office 

space, ideal for launching new businesses. There, participants of all 

ages can nurture an idea and grow a successful business with the 

help of Domi’s ecosystem of local investors and venture capital firms 

across the nation.Domi Station will also partner with the Economic Development 

Council to host a number of social, community and training events to 

help familiarize entrepreneurs with some of the community’s most 

successful and established leaders. With fostering entrepreneurialism 

being one of the EDC’s main areas, the incubator brings in many new 

opportunities which helps maintain the graduates in their beloved 

hometown of Tallahassee. Leon County is proud to be the catalyst for 

entrepreneurs and big ideas.

Leon County supports the local food 
movement and values its partnership with 
area small farmers. Buying from farmers 
close to home strengthens our local economy 
and provides residents with fresh and local 
food. The nonprofit Red Hills Small Farm 
Alliance helps both growers and consumers 
in the quest to support sustainable small 
farms and obtain the fruits of those farms. 

In addition to supplying local farm-to-
table restaurants and farmer’s markets, 
the Alliance has created an online farmer’s 
market that allows buyers to place a custom 
order online for pick-up at several locations—
even delivery to your doorstep. What can you buy? Selections from the 

Red Hills Online Market include fresh fruits 
and vegetables in season, with summer offerings ranging from blueberries and salad greens to plums and ultra-fresh tomatoes. You can buy local specialties like mayhaws and persimmons as well as cheese, honey, grass-fed beef and eggs. Take an adventure in local eating. Find out 

more at www.rhomarket.com.

  Red Hills

Need something to read in a hurry? 
Can’t make it to the library? Just don’t 
feel like getting out of bed? The Leon 
County Library has made reading easier 
with our new downloadable eBooks and 
audiobooks! With your library card and 
Internet access, you can download eBooks 
or audiobooks directly from the Library’s 
website.  You can read or listen on many 
different devices, from your tablet or smart 
phone to your desktop computer.Here’s how: Go to  the library’s webpage, 

www.LeonCountyLibrary.org , and click 
on Downloadable Media. If you haven’t 
used the service before, you will need to 
download an app or software to get started. 
It is all explained on the website. Once you 
have the software, select Overdrive for 
eBooks and audiobooks, and OneClick for 
audiobooks.  Use the Advanced Search to limit your 

search to titles that are available and 
your own preferences. Look through your 
search results and find all sorts of books—
novels, biographies, travel guides, self-
help—it’s just like browsing a bookshelf.  If 
you click on the book cover, you’ll find more 
information. Then pick one, check it out 
and download, and start to read or listen!

Need Something  to Read in a Hurry? 

In addition, Leon County employees are 
entitled to free library cards, even if they 
live outside Leon County. To get a library 
card, go to the Main Library (downtown) or 
the branch library most convenient to you.  
Bring a photo ID with your Leon County 
address on it. Or, if you live outside the 
county, bring a photo ID and a current pay 
stub. 

Downloadable eBooks and audiobooks 
are great for yourself and your family!  Not 
to mention your children’s summer reading 
titles, too.  You can read whenever you have 
a moment with your tablet or smartphone, 
and you can get more from the Library 
website wherever you are—at home or 
away on vacation.If you have questions, please visit our 

website at www.LeonCountyLibrary.org 
or call the Main Library at (850) 606-2665.

Your Leon County Library 

Domi   station The   new   urban   incubator

Giving startups a home A place to throw down roots and grow 
an idea from concept to market

BUILDING COMMUNITY. ACCELERATING IMPACT.

Leon County, the City of Tallahassee and 
Blueprint 2000 were proud to recently 
open Cascades Park. Located in downtown 
Tallahassee, just blocks from the Leon 
County Courthouse, Cascades serves as a 
social center for all ages with amenities such 
as the Discovery children’s play area, Korean 
War Memorial, and many trails for walking, 
jogging or biking. In just one stroll through the park, 

residents see many factors at work: wellness, 
education, art and history; all provided 
by the 24-acre estate. Not to mention the 
Capital City Amphitheatre, which provides 
the community with a unique experience of 

music and entertainment. All the while, the 
park functions as a stormwater management 
facility that treats urban runoff pollutants 
and addresses heavy rain flooding through 
various water features. Cascades Park was funded by the penny 

sales tax. Blueprint 2000 will uphold the 
mission of preserving, protecting and 
enhancing our quality of life with the help 
of local sponsors. This state-of-the-art 
advancement is just one of the many ways 
Leon County demonstrates value to citizens.

For more information on Cascades Park 
and special event information, please visit 
www.DiscoverCascades.com. 

Cascades Park A Community Crown Jewel

Stay connected with:• Great Reads• Weekly Activities• Community Events• Online Resources• Catalog Search• Reading Programs
Like us on Facebook by searching: LeRoy Collins Leon County Public Library System

Try Our Downloadable  eBooks!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK! 

Small   Farm   Alliance
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DRIVEN TO SERVE

Shington LamyRichard Cortina

County Leads Effort to Create 

the New Urban Incubator

DOMI  Station 

A  PUBLICATION  BY  AND  FOR  LEON  COUNTY  EMPLOYEES
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